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5% March 2020
Dear Parent,

You may be aware that from June 2020 there is a new test for year 4 children called the
“Multiplication Tables Check”. Here's what you need to know:

Under the national curriculum primary school children are expected to know their 12 times tables by
the end of Year 4. So we've been preparing students to know their times tables by the end of Year 4
for quite some time now and are not concerned about the check at all.

The check itself:

e Will take place in the summer term in June.

¢ |sdone online using a computer or tablet.

e Can be done one student at a time, in groups or as a class.

e Will take no longer than 5 minutes. .

e Will feature 25 questions and children will have 6 seconds to answer each question.
e There’s no problem solving or division just simple “3 x 4 = ?” type questions

The results are for the teachers. There is no pass or fail mark. The results of the test are not
published publicly, they’re not going to end up on a league table and they're not to be
concerned about. The results are for us teachers to use so we can provide an even better
education!

No Stress! | am sure that along with you, we do not want our students worried or stressed about
the check. The Government has called it a “check” rather than a “test” or “exam” for a reason.
We will endeavour not to draw students’ attention to the check so will be not be referencing in
class unduly. Please be supportive of this approach and refrain from talking about the checks at
home.
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Practise at Home: Because maths is such a big subject, and we will of course continue to teach
the full curriculum, we will need your continued support to help practise the times tables with
your children. Some easy ways to do this include:

Asking questions such as “What's 7 x 8?”

Reciting times tables by rote (4 times 1 is 4, 4 times 2 is 8, etc)

Using apps and games (see below about a resource your student has access to)
Singing times tables songs (there are loads online)

Why do we learn the times tables? In primary school, times tables knowledge is vital for
quick mental maths calculations and problem solving, as well as for many of the topics
children learn in years 5 and 6 (division, fractions, percentages).

Online resources:

e https://ttrockstars.com/
e https://login.mathletics.com/
e https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/477/Multiplication-Tables-Check

We have signed up for access to 2 sites that has plenty of games to help children learn their
times tables “Times Tables RockStars” and “Mathletics”. Your child’s username and
password will be sent out again. In class children have been using “Maths Frames” which
mimics the Multiplication Tables Check children will be completing in the summer term.

If you have a question or want to offer your thoughts on any of the above, please bring them
to the attention of your child’s teacher.

Yours sincerely,

Nadia Orgill

Assistant Head teacher
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Multiplication tables check

Do you have a child in year 4 at primary school?

If so, they will be taking the statutory multiplication tables check (MTC) for the
first time, in June this year.

The purpose of the check is to determine whether pupils can fluently recall their
times tables up to 12, which is essential for future success in mathematics. It will
also help your child’s school to identify pupils who may need additional support.

What is the MTC?

The MTC is an on-screen check consisting of 25 times tables questions. Your
child will answer 3 practice questions before moving on to the official check, and
will then have 6 seconds to answer each question. On average, the check should
take no longer than 5 minutes to complete.

MTC has been extensively trialled and tested over its development. In March
2018 we ran a trial with over 1000 pupils to establish an appropriate time limit for
year 4 pupils to demonstrate fluent recall and give them the time to input their
answers. During the national voluntary pilot in June 2019, just under 400,000
children successfully sat the check with the 6-second time limit.

What if my child cannot access the check?

There are a number of accessibility features available in MTC to assist children
with special educational needs and disabilities. These were developed with
schools and pupils to ensure they do not disadvantage children that require
additional support. Schools will be able to try these out with your child to ensure
they are appropriate, prior to the check window in June.

However, there are some circumstances in which it may not be appropriate for a
pupil to take the check. If you have any concerns about your child being able to
access the MTC, you should talk to your child's headteacher.



Do | need to do anything to prepare my child for the check?

No. You do not need to do anything additional to prepare your child for the
check. Teachers may ask you to practise times tables with your child, as they
would with spelling.

In terms of preparing pupils for the on-screen nature of the MTC, scheols will
have access to a ‘try it out' area from 23 March. They will be able to use this to
familiarise pupils with the check, and try out any access arrangements that may
be required.

How will the results be used?

Schools will be able to view their results once all participating pupils have taken
the check. Schools will then share your child’s score with you, as they would with
all national curriculum assessments.

Statistics on MTC data will be published on GOV.UK at a local authority and
national level by October. This will help schools understand how they are
performing. School and pupil level data will not be published.

Do not worry if your child is not working at the expected standard.

It is important to remember that these results will help teachers identify
where your child may need extra help. If you have any questions about
your child’s results and what support they might need, you should speak
to their teacher.




Further information

Your child’s teacher will be able to answer any questions about the
multiplication tables check.

For further details you can also visit www.gov.uk/STA.
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