
KS1 SATS 
INFORMATION 
MEETING 



What are SATS? 

KS1 SATS are tests that will provide information 

about how your child is progressing, compared 

to children the same age nationally.  

 

The results are used to ensure that schools are 

teaching their pupils the essential knowledge 

and skills in the subjects that are the early 

building blocks. This is to ensure every child 

reaches their full potential.  



Assessment and Reporting 

 

• ‘Old’ national curriculum levels (e.g. Level 3, 4, 5) have now been 

abolished, as set out in the government guidelines. 

 

• Since 2016, test scores are reported as ‘scaled scores’. 

 

• Your child will still be taught with the highest expectations and cover all 

required elements of the curriculum, similar to previous years. 

 

• The new curriculum is more rigorous and sets high expectations which all 

schools have had to work hard to meet. 



Scaled Scores 
 

What is meant by ‘scaled scores’? 
 

 It is planned that 100 will always represent the ‘national standard’. 

 

 Each pupil’s raw test score will therefore be converted into a score on the 
scale, either at, above or below 100. 

 

 The scale will have a lower end point somewhere below 100 and an upper 
end point above 100. 

 

 A child who achieves the ‘national standard’ (a score of 100) will be judged 
to have demonstrated sufficient knowledge in the areas assessed by the 
tests. 

 



What sort of results are given?  

 Reading, Writing and Maths: 

- working towards the expected standard 

- working at the expected standard 

- working at greater depth within the expected 

standard 

 Science 

- working at the expected standard 

- working towards the expected standard 

 



When will KS1 SATS take place? 

 Tests will be administered in small groups of no 

more than 15 children. 

 These will be led by familiar adults. 

 Tests will be administered throughout May.  

 



The Tests 

At the end of Year 2, children will take assessments in: 

 

 Reading 

 

 Maths 

 

 Spelling, punctuation and English grammar (SPAG) 

 

They are not strictly timed tests. Most pupils will be unaware they are taking them 
as teachers will incorporate them into everyday classroom practice. 

 

 

 



Reporting Back to 

Parents 

 Teacher assessment is used to report children’s 
attainment and progress to parents. Teachers will use 
the Key Stage 1 test results to help them to reach an 
overall judgement of the standards children have 
reached in Reading, Writing and Mathematics.  

 You will also receive a teacher assessment judgement 
for Science, but there is no Science test. You will 
receive your child’s results by the end of the summer 
term. 



Reading 

 The Reading Test consists of two separate papers: 

 

• Paper 1 – Contains a selection of texts totalling between 400 and 

700 words with questions about the text. 

 

• Paper 2 – Contains a reading booklet of a selection of passages 

totalling 800 to 1100 words. Children will write their answers to 

questions about the passage in a separate booklet.  

 

• Each paper is worth 50% of the marks and should take 

approximately 30 minutes to complete, although the children are 
not being assessed at working at speed so will not be strictly timed.  

 



Types of Questions 

The texts will cover a range of poetry, fiction and non-fiction. Questions are 
designed to assess the comprehension and understanding of a child’s reading. 
There are a variety of question types: 

 

 Multiple choice 

 Ranking/ordering, e.g. ‘Number the events below to show in which order they 
happened in the story’ 

 Matching, e.g. ‘Match the character to the job that they do in the story’ 

 Labelling, e.g. ‘Label the text to show the title’ 

 Find and copy, e.g. ‘Find and copy one word that shows what the weather 
was like in the story’ 

 Short answer, e.g. ‘What does the bear eat?’ 

 Open-ended answer, e.g. ‘Why did Lucy write the letter to her grandmother? 
Give two reasons 



This is a sample of 
Reading Paper 1 from last 
year. The expectation is 
that all children should 
be able to read this and 
then answer questions 
 

Types of questions 
include: 
 
• Multiple choice 
• Short answer 
 

 



This is a sample of 
Reading Paper 2 
from last year.  



Children are 
expected to 
retrieve and 
infer 
information 
from a longer 
piece of writing. 



Types of 
questions 
include : 
• Find and 

copy 
• Short 

answer 
(explaining 
why) 

• True or 
false 
statements 
 



All of these 
questions 
require the 
children to 
explicitly refer 
back to the text 
in order to gain 
a mark. 



How to Help Your Child with Reading 

 Listening to your child read can take many forms: 

 

• First and foremost, focus developing an enjoyment and love of reading. 

 

• Enjoy stories together – reading stories to your child is equally as important as listening to your child read. 

 

• Read a little at a time but often, rather than rarely but for long periods of time! 

 

• Talk about the story before, during and afterwards – discuss the plot, the characters, their feelings and 
actions, how it makes you feel, predict what will happen and encourage your child to have their own 
opinions. 

 

• Look up definitions of words together – you could use a dictionary, the Internet or an app on a phone or 
tablet. 

 

• All reading is valuable – it doesn’t have to be just stories. Reading can involve anything from fiction and non-
fiction, poetry, newspapers, magazines, football programmes, TV guides. 

 

• Visit the local library - it’s free! 

 



Maths 

Children will sit two tests: Paper 1 and Paper 2: 

 

• Paper 1 is for arithmetic, lasting approximately 25 minutes and 
worth 25 marks. It covers calculation methods for all operations. 

 

• Paper 2 covers problem solving, reasoning and mathematical 
fluency, lasts for approximately 35 minutes and is worth 35 marks. 

 

• Pupils will still require calculation skills and questions will be varied 
including multiple choice, matching, true/false, completing a 
chart or table or drawing a shape. Some questions will also 
require children to show or explain their working out. 

 



Arithmetic 1: Adding, subtraction, multiplication, division and fractions. 
Children are expected to know their 2, 3, 5 and 10 times tables.  



Money 
Questions involving 
ordering coins, addition and 
subtraction of money and 
finding different 
combinations of coins to 
equal the same amount. 
 

Reasoning 2: 



Time 
Recognise and tell 

the times on a clock 
face: 

• o’clock 
• half past 
• quarter past 
• quarter to 
• to the nearest 5 

and 10 minutes 
 

Can also draw these 
hands on a clock face 
to show half past and 
o’clock times 

 
 

Children need to practise telling the time as much as possible using an 
analogue clock.  



Statistics 
Interpreting tally charts, 
pictograms, block diagrams and 
simple tables. 
 

Measuring 
Compare and order length, mass, 
volume / capacity and accurately 
measure them 



Solving 2 and 3-step problems, 
being able to show their working 
out. 
 
Solving simple 2-step problems 
involving multiplication and division 



How to Help Your Child with 

Maths 

  Play times tables games. 

 

 Play mental maths games including counting in different amounts, forwards and backwards. 

 

 Encourage opportunities for telling the time. 

 

 Encourage opportunities for counting coins and money e.g. finding amounts or calculating 
change when shopping. 

 

 Look for numbers on street signs, car registrations and anywhere else. 

 

 Look for examples of 2D and 3D shapes around the home. 

 

 Identify, weigh or measure quantities and amounts in the kitchen or in recipes. 

 

 Play games involving numbers or logic, such as dominoes, card games, draughts or chess. 

 



Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar 

 

The test consists of two separate 

papers: 

 

•Paper 1: spelling (20 marks). 

•Paper 2: questions (20 marks). 
 

 *There is no requirement to administer the KS1 English grammar, punctuation 

and spelling test or to use the result as part of the children’s writing assessment. 

 

 

 



In the spelling test, 
the missing words 
will be read out by 
the class teacher 

and the children will 
have to spell them 

correctly to 
complete the 

sentence. 



Children answer questions that test their knowledge of 
English grammar and punctuation.   



How to help your 

child 
 First and foremost, support and reassure your child that there is nothing to worry about 

and that they should always just try their best. Praise and encourage! 

 

 Ensure your child has the best possible attendance at school. 

 

 Support your child with any homework tasks. 

 

 Reading, spelling and arithmetic (e.g. times tables) are always good to practise. 

 

 Talk to your child about what they have learnt at school and what book(s) they are 
reading (the character, the plot, their opinion). 

 

 Make sure your child has a good sleep and healthy breakfast every morning! 
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